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June Mh, 1848. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

Letters were read from Prof. J. Sturm, of Nuremburg, dated March 
25, 1848, and from Dr. Wm. L. Jones, of Georgia, dated 29th May, 
1848, severally acknowledging the receipt of their notices of election 
as Correspondents. 

A letter was read from A. H. Bowman, Esq., dated Fort Johnsonj 
South Carolina, in relation to exchanges with the 'Academy of coast 
shells from that vicinity. 

A communication was read from Dr. R. W. Gibbes, of Columbia, 
S. C, entitled "Monograph of the Fossil Squalid® of the United 
States," and intended for publication in the Journal. Referred to a 
Committee, consisting of Drs. Gambel and Morton, and Mr; Conrad; 



June 20th, 1848. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

Mr. Cassin read a paper, describing new species of the genera Vidua } 
Euplectus, Pyrenestes. and Pitylus. Referred to Dr. Gambel, Dr; 
Townsend and Mr. Harris. 

Mr. Cassin also read a communication on the probable identity of 
Pica Nuttallii with the P. Hudsonica. Referred to the same Com- 
mittee. 

On leave granted, a report from the Committee on Dr. R. W. Gibbes' 
paper, on the Fossil Squalidse of the United States, was .read and 
adopted, recommending the same for publication in . the next No. of 
the Journal. 

A circular was read from the " Society for the development of the 
Mineral resources of the United States," announcing its recent forma- 
tion in Philadelphia, and stating its objects, and requesting the cc-» 
Operation of the Academy in the same; 



June 21th, 1848. 

Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Committee on the following paper by Mr. Cassin, reported in 
favor of publication. 

Descriptions of new species of Birds of the genera Vidua, Briss. ; Euplectus, Sw. ; 
Fyrenestes, Sw. ; and Fitylus, Cuv.; specimens of which are in the collection 
of tlte Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 

By John Cassin. 

Vidua albonotata, nobis. 

Shoulders yellow. 

Primaries white at their bases, and for about one-third of their length. 
Greater wing coverts also tipped with white, which, with that portion of the 
primaries of the same colour, forms a conspicuous white spot on the wing. 
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Lesser wing coverts tipped with brown. 
All other parts of the plumage glossy black. 
Bill light blue, at the edges of the mandibles pearly white. 
Total length (of skin) from tip of bill to end of tail about 6J in., wing 3, tail 
3 3-10th inches. 
Hab. Port Natal, Eastern Africa. 

This bird belongs to that group of species which appears to form the genus 
Coliuspasser, Riippel. From either of those species (V. Jlavoptera, Viell. ; 
V. macrocerca, Licht. ; V. axillaris, A. Smith and others,) it may readily be dis- 
tiguished by the white spot on the wing, and the pearly character of the 
bill. 

Three specimens of this interesting species are included in the many valuable 
acquisitions of the Academy made through the judicious exertions of Mr. Edward 
Wilson, who secured them in Paris. 

Vidua concolor, Tiobis. 

Plumage entirely black. 

Bill strong, conical. 

General form and appearance of Vidua payanensis, Gm., (V. rubritorqiies, 
SWainson,) but the bill is larger, and the tail and wing feathers are broader, 
with no vestige whatever of the red collar which characterizes that species. 

Total length (of skin) from tip of bill to end of tail about 12 inches, wing 
2 8-10 ; tail 8i inches. 

Hab. Africa. 

Of this species one specimen only is in the Rivoli collection, without label. 
It is closely allied to the Vidua ruhritorques, Swainson, but has the bill larger 
than either of ten specimens of the latter which I have examined. The entire 
absence of the red collar is, however, the most striking comparative cha- 
racter. 

Euplectes nigroventris, nobis. 

Entire upper parts of the plumage bright scarlet, except the wings and tail, 
which are hair-brown, with paler margins. 

Cheeks and entire under parts (from the base of the bill) deep black, except 
the thighs and under tail coverts, which are pale reddish-white.j 

Hab. Zanzibar. 

Total length, from tip of bill to end of tail, about 4J inches, wing 2 3-10ths, 
tail U inches. 

This species, one specimen of which from the Rivoli collection is now 
described, is more nearly related to Euplectes flammieeps, Swainson, than to 
any other species known to me. From that species, as well as from all others 
of this genus, in which the bright scarlet plumage predominates, it may easily 
be distinguished by the uniform deep black of the entire under surface of the 
body. The inferior tail coverts and thighs are pale reddish white in the speci- 
men now described, but I suspect that in the more adult bird, they become 
scarlet, and also that the wings and tail become darker. 
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Pveenestes coccineus, nobis. 

Head, neck, rump, upper tail coverts and flanks, glossy crimson. 

Upper surface of the tail of the same colour, but not so glossy. 

All other parts of the plumage, brown, some feathers of the back and a few 
of the wing coverts margined with red. 

Hab. Western Africa. 

Total length from tip of bill to end of tail about 4 4-10ths inches, wing 
2 3-10ths, tail 1 9-10ths inches. 

Very similar in colour to Pyrenestes ostrinus, (Viell.) but i3 much smaller'and 
less robustly organized. The hill especially is comparatively weak. 

In the species now described the crimson does not extend to the breast as in 
P, ostrinus. 

The measurements of the twa species are as follows : 

P. ostrinus, (Viell.) P. coccineus, Cassin. 

Total length (of skin) from tip 

of bill to end of tail about 
Length of wing from flexure 

to tip of longest primary 
Length of tail 
Length of bill from gape 
Breadth of under mandible 

The dimensions of the specimen of P. ostrinus here given, agree almost 
exactly with those given by Mr. Swainson in birds of Western Africa, 
(Vol, I. p. 158) and also with Viellot's plate Ois. Chant, pi. 48. 

For a fine specimen of the rare Pyrenestes ostrinus, (Viell.) the only specimen 
in the collection of the Academy, we are again indebted to Mr. Edw. Wilson, 
who obtained it in Paris. The Academy possesses three specimens of the 
smaller species now described, two of which were presented by Robt. McDowell 
M. D., Surgeon at Sierra Leone, and the other was presented, with other inte- 
resting birds, by Rev. Wesley Johnson, a pious and learned gentleman attached 
to an American Mission at Monrovia, Western Africa. 

Pitylcs flavo cinereus, nobis, 

Loxia canadensis, Linn, variety A. Lath. Gen. Hist. V, p. 282. 

Space about the base of the bill extending to the eyes, and including the chin, 
black. 

Front and top of the head, sides of the neck, breast, and under surface of the 
wings at the shoulders, bright yellow, running into green on the neck and back. 

Upper part of the back, wings and tail yellowish green. 

Scapular region, lower part of the back, rump, upper tail coverts, abdomen 
and under tail coverts light cinerous gray. 

Middle of the belly and under tail coverts nearly white. 

Hab. South America. 

Total length, of skin, from tip of bill to end of tail about 7 inches, wing 4, 
tail 3 inches. 
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I have seen one specimen only of this species, which belonged to the Rivoli 
collection. 

It is nearly related to Loxia canadensis, Linn., which it strongly resembles in 
general appearance, but may at once be distinguished by the cinereous lower 
portion of the whole body above and below, which colour is separated from the 
yellow of the breast by a well denned line, while in L. canadensis, the entire 
inferior surface is bright yellow. 

The bill of the species now described is larger than that of either of eight spe- 
cimens of L. canadensis which I have examined. 

ELECTION. 

William S. Wilson, Esq., of Philadelphia, was elected a Member, 
and 

William F. Van Amringe, Esq., of New York, and Sir Harford 
Brydges, of London, were elected Correspondents. 



